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VIEWS OF MISSIONARIES ON PEACE. 

Near the close of last year, we sent to American Missionaries in foreign 
lands a Circular specifying a series of points on which we requested an ex- 
pression of their views, in the hope of using their replies for the furtherance 
of our cause as identical in spirit and aim with that of the world's evangeliza- 
tion. We have just received the first response ; and, as it does not repeat 
the questions to which it replies, we publish them in order to render the an- 
swers more intelligible and satisfactory. 

The questions, then, were these : — 

1. Let us inquire how far you regard this cause as identical in spirit 
and results with your own, and how far the former as essential or tributary to 
the latter. 

2. To what extent has the practice of war among nations reputedly Chris- 
tian, prejudiced the unevangelized against the gospel, and obstructed its 
spread, or neutralized its saving power ? 

3. What influence, in your judgment, would a general war in Christendom, 
or a protracted war between two such countries as England and America, 
be likely to have on the missionary cause ? 

4. What do you think would bo, or what have you found actually to be, the 
effect of war on the immediate field of missionary operations ? 

5. Since the gospel has been preached in Christendom for fifteen centuries 
without abolishing war in a single nation, and as we must all desire to pre- 
vent so long a delay in accomplishing this part of its promised results among 
the heathen, what can be done, or what should be attempted, by Christians 
at home, and by missionaries, to make sure henceforth of having peace go 
hand in hand with the gospel over the whole earth t 

6. Is there, on this part of Christianity, any special defect, and if so, what, 
in the education of Christian missionaries for their work ? 

If you see fit, dear Sir, to answer these inquiries in detail, or to make any 
other suggestions on the general subject that may serve to guide or encour- 
age us in the great Christian enterprise entrusted for the present to our care, 
you will oblige us ; and, if you desire for yourself, or for use in promoting 
our cause, any of our publications, of which we have several volumes, and a 
large number of tracts, as well as a monthly periodical, we shall be glad to 
forward one copy or more of each and all for your mission in any way you 
may direct. 

SANDWICH ISLAND CORRESPONDENCE. 

FROM REV. J. S. GREEN. 

Makawao, Math, Sandwich Islands, Nov. 1, 1853. 

Rev. Geo. C. Beckwith, Cor. Sec, &c. 
My Dear Brother : — 

I must no longer delay the performance of a duty which I have owed you 
and your Society a long time, viz., the duty of writing you, and assuring 
you of my sympathy and co-operation, so far as I may be able to co-operate 
with you in your most interesting work. Allow me to say, that no lack of 
interest in the object of your Society has been the occasion of my silence. I 
see not how any good man can be indifferent to the speedy success of the 
cause of Peace. No such man surely can be found. It is so identified with 
the cause of the Redeemer of lost men, that indifference here would make 
me doubt the genuineness of my hope in the Son of God. No, my brother, 
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I have all along thought of yon with deep interest, and have besought on 
your behalf the blessing of God, who alone can cause any labor to be suc- 
cessful. Why I have not written you, must be found in the multiplicity of 
my labors ; but I am glad that some of my honored brethren have found time 
and strength to address you, and have expressed their sympathy by aiding 
the funds of your Society. I rejoice in what the church at Hilo * has done 
for you; and I hope and trust that this good example will be followed by 
others. 

I have been reading the Advocate of Peace for July and August, 1851, 
-containing the admirable address of Rev. R. W. Clark, and the Report, of the 
Society. I have also read " A Plea with Christians for the Cause of Peace ; " 
and I am free to say that its statements are clear, and its appeals forcible 
and deeply aifecting. I pray God to incline all His people to read carefully 
these statements and appeals, and all others which from time to time you 
send forth, to lay them to heart, and to ask themselves what He would have 
them do in the cause of Peace. It seems amazing that a single follower of 
the Son of God, of the Prince of Peace, should hesitate a moment as to his 
duty of engaging in this cause, of devoting a portion of his time and strength 
and resources to the good work of causing men to beat their swords into 
plow-shares, and their spears into pruning-hooks. 

How skilful men are in framing excuses in self-justification for their 
inactivity in many a work of benevolence, and, among the rest, in the cause 
of Peace ! How many speak of the preaching of the gospel as the infalli- 
ble antidote to the evils which now afflict the human race ! ' Only preach 
the gospel — cause it to be spread the world over, and all these evils would 
soon cease.' To be sure, the men who object to making specific efforts for 
specific evils, are puzzled when asked to explain how it happens that the de- 
mon of war and slavery has more sway in some countries, professedly illumi- 
nated with the light of the glorious gospel in an unusual degree, than in oth- 
ers where this light has scarcely been kindled ? The fact is, multitudes seem 
to have very obscure ideas of what constitutes the preached gospel. I 
fully believe that the gospel of the blessed God, the gospel of Christ, rightly 
understood, is indeed the infallible antidote for every sin and evil under 
heaven. But " the gospel is to cure evils by the blessing of God on a right 
application of the remedy to the case in hand." Take the subject of intem- 
perance, or slavery, or war, the requisitions of the gospel must be made to 
bear directly on each of these evils, or they may exist in union with what is 
spoken of as the preached gospel. How many seem to expect that evils are 
to be expelled trom the earth by a process so quiet, that every one around 
can sleep as soundly as he might have done, had sin never entered our 
poor, distracted world. 

So thought not Christ. He came to send a fire on the earth, " to send 
not peace, but a sword." So His gospel, when faithfully preached, is a very 
different thing from what many regard it. It comes down upon specific evils 
like " the fire and hammer which break in pieces the flinty rock." It would 
make men live peaceably by slaying the enmity of their hearts — would make 
them new creatures in Christ Jesus by fastening them to his cross. 

How affectingly certain it is, then, that in those countries where wars are 
prevalent, and slavery is found, the true gospel is little known, though houses 
of worship lift their spires to heaven every few miles, and though each of them 
may be filled with worshippers on the Sabbath, who listen to what they regard 
as the gospel of Christ. The very annunciation of the angels to the Shep- 
herds on the plains of Bethlehem settles this point, or I am unable to under- 

* The ehurch tliat has sent us several donations of $100 each. — [Ee. 
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stand its meaning : " Glory to God in the highest ; on earth peace, good will to 
men." To one who understands this language, the thought of war would be 
utterly abhorrent, unendurable. An invitation to engage in a warfare which 
would hazard life, would be as odious to his Christian sensibilties, as an invi- 
tation to engage in robbery, or to support idolatry. 

Go on, friends of the Redeemer, in the good though arduous work in which 
you are engaged. The promises of the Bible may well cheer you, though 
multitudes refuse at present to co-operate with you in so good a work. Soon 
all the great and wise of the land, and the world, will be with you, and you 
will see the nations with one heart and soul " sitting at the feet of Jesus in 
their right mind." 

This excellent letter deserved, if we could have given it, an earlier pub- 
lication. We hope for more from the same source. 

PROM REV. TITUS COAN. 

Eev. G. C. Beckwith, D. D., Sec, &c, &c. 

Hilo, Hawaii, May 12, 1853. 
My Dear Brother : — 

The Circular of your Ex. Committee, with your kind accompanying note, 
came to hand a few days ago. All met a cordial welcome. Many 
thanks for your offer to send the publications of the Peace Society. 
Any quantity you may be able to furnish us, will be hailed with joy. All you 
have hitherto sent, have been disposed of to men-of-war, whalers, &c, several 
of all kinds. Nothing comes amiss ; but what we value most are, The Book 
of Peace, Peace Manual, Review of Mexican War, by Livermore and 
Jay, and Advocate of Peace. If you have anything new, please send it. 
The Advocate of Peace will be very acceptable in regular file. I have 
never received it thus. 

We hope to be able to send you another hundred-dollar draft by and by. 
This church has contributed eighteen hundred dollars during the past year 
for the cause of Christ in other lands. During this time, however, my asso- 
ciates and myself were supported by the A. B. C. F. M. Hereafter, the na- 
tive church will pay our salaries in whole or in part ; consequently, they 
will be obliged to do less for objects abroad. They are also energizing to 
build a new and substantial meeting-house at this station, besides several 
smaller ones at out-stations. For these houses some three thousand dollars 
in cash, labor and materials, have been contributed during the past year. 
How much they will do during the current year, will depend on the grace of 
God in their hearts. 

Just now our attention is wakefully called by a voice from Hakuhina, one 
of the islands of the Marquesian group. A high chief, Makaunui, an old 
warrior of that Island, is now awaiting, on the Sandwich Islands, the action 
of our mission in relation to sending Christian teachers to his people. Tired 
of gun-powder, blood, robbery, poverty, and all the horrors of war, and hav- 
ing heard, through a poor Hawaiian sailor boy, that the gospel of peace had 
abolished strife in these Isles, and spread the charms ot love and joy over this 
group, he left his family and his little kingdom of some two or three thousand 
subjects, embarked in a whale ship with the Hawaiian boy as interpreter, 
and came here determined not to return to his own shores without a messen- 
ger of the Prince of Peace. A Macedonian call surely, and no less of God, 
and no less affecting, than the one recorded in the Acts. To this cry we 
must respond. 

We are, also, wishing to re-enforce our infant mission in Micronesia, that 
little grand-daughter of the American Board, and that daughter of Zion. 
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So you see we have an outlet for our funds in this Ocean. Our Zion is trav- 
elling, and God, who is faithful, is giving her children. These children we 
must feed and nourish. I wish to see twenty native missionaries sent from 
our churches during the next year. There are a good many men in the Hilo 
church who long to go ; but I fear our mission will be too slow to go up and 
possess the land long since promised to our Lord. The church has always 
seen too many Anahims in the land of promise. 

But it is, however, a cheering fact, and one which should stir the soul of 
the church to its depths, that wide doors are now opening for the gospel 
everywhere. The continents are moving, the Islands are waiting, and the 
silent, sure and conquering footsteps of Emmanuel are being impressed on 
all lands. We wish our little Hawaiian allies all marshalled under the ban- 
ners of the Prince of Peace, and all moving onward in the ranks of that con- 
quering army whose members " are called, and chosen, and faithful." 

But, though we have much to do in these long-neglected realms of the Pa- 
cific, yet we will not forget your Society, or abandon your holy cause. The 
work in which you are engaged, is our work — it is Zion's work ' — it is the 
work of God. I know not why Christ left his throne, why he died, why the 
church has been purchased, organized, commissioned and perpetuated, why 
ministers preach and saints pray, unless it be to root out the last germ, and 
to destroy the last element of war and contention from the human family. 
I know of no other grand object for which the gospel of peace is preached, 
except it be to destroy the selfish, depraved passions of men, and thus fit 
them to dwell together in love on earth, and to live and reign with " the 
God of love and peace " in heaven. " For this purpose the Son of God 
was manifested, that He might destroy the works of the devil." And I know 
of no work more devilish than strife and war. And so thought the Apostle 
James. 

ANSWER TO OTJB CIRCULAR. 

In replying to the Circular of the American Peace Society, dated Sept. 
20, 1852, a copy of which I had the honor to receive, I propose to take 
up the questions numerically as they stand in that document, transcrib- 
ing only the numbers, and making such remarks on each as time and circum- 
stances will allow. 

I. The cause of Peace I regard as identical with the cause of Christian 
missions, or, more comprehensively, with Christianity itself, from the fact, that 
the origin, objects, spirit and results are identical. 

God is the origin and author of both. His character is " love," — His law 
is " love." He is styled " the God of love and peace." He is not the " author 
of confusion, but of peace." He shows us that " wars and fightings " do not 
come from him, but from the warring lusts in man's depraved members. He 
declares that the wisdom which engenders strife and contention, " is not from 
above, but is " earthly, sensual, devilish," while that from heaven "is pure, 
peaceable, gentle, easy to be entreated, and full of mercy." Christ is styled 
" the Prince of Peace." " He is meek and lowly." " When reviled, He re- 
viled not again." Now, the same God who has denounced envy and strife, 
war and revenge, as carnal and diabolical, has given the gospel of peace and 
good will, and commissioned his ambassadors to go forth, and proclaim it in 
all the world, and to every creature. Here, then, in the origin of your cause, 
and our cause, we see unity, identity. 

And the same is true of the object for which we labor. You wish to exter- 
minate war, with all its unutterable horrors, from the earth. You wish to 
overthrow the throne of passion, pride, covetousness, ambition of fame, self- 
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will, hate and revenge, ar>d to promote peace, good will, meekness, patience, 
justice, magnanimity and love. You wish to see all vengeful and diabolical 
passions rooted out of individuals and of nations, every disputed question 
settled by the force of reason and truth, and by the law of mutual and re- 
ciprocal love ; and you wish to see the whole human family bound together 
in one happy Christian fraternity, no one working ill to his neighbor, and 
thus all fulfilling the great law of love revealed in the gospel of peace. 
And this is the sole object for which we 'left our kindred and country, 
and came to preach Christ to the heathen. 

There is identity, also, in the spirit of your cause, and our cause. The 
spirit of truth, justice, good will, peace, love, pervades both. Any other 
spirit is foreign to our cause or yours — is an intruder — is a traitor. The 
cause of peace is of God ; it can be promoted only by the spirit of 
God ; and as we, so you are admonished to " try the spirits whether they are 
of God." Any other spirit but that of truth and love, only retards your 
work as it does ours, and it should be guarded against with a jealous 
vigilance. 

And what is the character of the results in the cases under comparison ? 
Manifestly the same. If our object is accomplished, yours is, and vice versa. 
So far as the gospel produces its pure and legitimate effects, so far it draws 
men to love, fear and obey God, and to love their neighbors as themselves, 
to render to others that which is just and equal, to do evil to no man, 
but overcome evil with good. And what less than this are the results of the 
peace principles, when clearly understood, cordially embraced, and practi- 
cally illustrated ? The result on a smaller scale, in both cases, is to make a 
new man; on a broad and universal one, to make a new world. 

II. Your second question is too broad for my narrow limits and my lim- 
ited time. It calls for facts and illustrations from the four quarters of the 
globe. If the annals of Christian warfare (what a misnomer ! ) could be 
spread out before us, fearful and soul-stirring tales would be told of bitter 
and ruinous prejudices, which the worse than savage wars of nominally 
Christian nations have excited among the unevangelized tribes. 

A nd the same is true of the obstructive and neutralizing effects of this 
practice. On this subject history has her tales. Here Europe, Asia, Africa, 
America, North and South, and the thousand oceanic islands have their 
tales. Here true Christianity has bled from the heart, and on this subject 
she has uttered loud and bitter lamentations. Ask the wretched tribes of 
Africa; ask the Burman, the Hindoo, the Chinese, the Japanese; ask the 
Tartar and the Turk ; ask the red man of the prairie, and the forest of North 
America, and the still untamed aborigines of the mountains, the vallies, and 
the fortresses of the southern portion of our hemisphere; ask the Austra- 
lian, the Feegeean, the Marquesian, the Tahitian, the Hawaiian, the 
Tarananese ; ask the wild Patagonian even, and the wretched Fuegeean ; 
ask a thousand other tribes ; ask every age, every race, every nation, every 
tribe, family, clan, why they did not earlier, more confidingly and more cordially 
embrace God's overtures of love to man ; or why they have not embraced them 
to this day ; yes, " ask from one end of heaven to another," and you will find 
a many-tongued response rising from every realm of our ruined world, and 
uniting in one thunder-note of condemnation against Christendom, for the 
wars, the robbery, the injustice, the violence and blood which have marked 
her career. 

Why do the Japanese hate the very shadow of a cross ? Why did a Nu- 
hinian chief say to an evangelical missionary, ' We want none of your 
white-skinned Christ-men. Was not Commodore P. your countryman, your 
brother ? Was he not a Christian ? Look ! Here is the skull of my son, 
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and here are the bleached bones of my people, my neighbors and friends, all 
killed by the hot wrath and the bio- thunder-boys of Commodore P. No ; 
■we want none of your religion ! Your Christ is a cruel and bloody mur- 
derer ! ' Such, in substance and in spirit, was the significant and cutting 
reply of a savage chieftain when invited to accept the gospel of peace for 
himself and his dying people. And such have been the feelings and the lan- 
guage of thous mds of the heathen in view of that kind of Christianity whose 
fruits they have seen. 

And suppose that, from a sense of weakness, or from the hope of elevation 
to wealth, respectability and power, the, heathen accept this mutilated gospel, 
with all its palliations, vindications and examples of war. Suppose that, on 
one day they listen to the pious exhortations of military and naval comman- 
ders and chaplains, perhaps sitting together at the table of the Lord, eating 
that " flesh which he gave for the life of the world," and drinking that blood 
which is the seal of a covenant of peace between man and man, and between 
man and his Maker; and suppose, on the next day, they listen to the rehear- 
sal of renowned battles, of glorious victories, or hear the plaudits of 
great and gallant conquerors; or suppose they witness a naval battle, 
the storming of a fortress, the sacking and burning of a city, the ravishment 
of the innocent, and the murder of the helpless. Now, suppose the gazing 
and simple-hearted convert from pagan darkness and bloody rites, express 
some surprise at this exhibition of Christianity, how are his doubts to be set- 
tled ? Plainly thus : His Christian teacher, the chaplains of the army and 
navy, with all the pious commanders and officers, unite in telling him, that 
war, in itself, is not wrong ; that it is sanctioned by the Bible and the Church; 
that there are necessary evils incidental to it, as to all other lawful pursuits ; 
that these evils are to be deplored, but that the profession of arms, and the 
science of war, are entirely consistent with the Christian religion ; indeed, 
that some Christian warriors, by the force of their genius, their lofty and 
daring conceptions, their great and glorious victories, and the immeasurable 
services they have rendered to their race, have surrounded their names with 
a halo of imperishable glory, have earned the plaudits of all ages, and 
prepared themselves for a career of endless glory in heaven. They seem to 
walk right up in full armor to the portals of glory, demanding admittance to 
a crown and a throne ! Of course the heathen convert is dazzled and silenced 
by such eloquence ; he receives warring as an article of Ins Christian 
creed, and that point is put to rest forever ! Thus the gospel of peace and 
good will is perverted, and its humbling, forgiving and holy effects are 
neutralized. 

" Oh ! 'tis glorious mischief, 
When victors holy put religion on ; " 

when " sacked towns, and midnight howlings," when bombarded and burn- 
ing cities, when slaughtered millions., and widely-desolated realms, " receive 
the sanction " of pontiff, prelate, and priest. 

III. As to your third question, the influence of a general war in 
Christendom on the missionary cause, I answer, most disastrous, un- 
doubtedly, in every respect. It would beget and foster a wicked 
spirit in many professed Christians. It would divert the attention of the 
good (o other objects than the spread of truth. It would throw a vast 
amount of the resources of the church into a bloody channel. It would tend 
to isolate missionaries, and cripple their labors by intercepting or rendering 
tardy, irregular and uncertain, their communications with their patrons, and 
by the prevention or the irregularity of those supplies on which the mission- 
ary depends for the efficient prosecution of his work. It would also expose 
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the funds of missionary benevolence to great losses from seizures, vexatious 
delays, high rates of exchange, hi^h freights, insurance, &c. It would dis- 
tress and dishearten the iiissionary and all the friends of Zion. Its influence 
would prejudice and harden the heathen, and it would retard indefinitely the 
peaceful and glorious reign of our Redeemer upon earth. 

IV. The effects of war on the immediate field of missionary operations 
have been, and they always will be, vastly unhappy. Many of the remarks 
under the foregoing heads, are equally apposite here, and need not be 
repeated. 

For an affecting answer to this inquiry, you have the history of India, of 
South and South-eastern Africa, of China, the Society Islands, &c, &c. The 
French outrages in Tahiti have had a baleful influence on Christianity there ; 
and their aggressions here, together with those of Lord George Paulet, were 
evil, and only evil, so long as they were successfully perpetrated. The smell, 
real or imaginary, of gunpowder, excited anything but holy fire in the breasts 
of the wicked ; the hope of the overthrow of wholesome laws, morality and 
religion gave the intemperate, the profane and the licentious great boldness 
and insolence, while the hearts of the pious were crushed in sorrow, in view 
of what might be feared, should the enemy prevail. 

Had war actually broken out and raged here as at the Society Islands, the 
fruits of an age of toil and expense might have been swept away in a month. 
Not that God would have abandoned his work, or allowed the enemies of 
Zion an unchecked and final triumph here ; but the burst of war would have 
indicated the chastening hand of the Lord, would have saddened our souls, 
deranged our plans, thwarted our efforts, flooded the land with wickedness, 
and rolled back the sun of salvation many degrees in his orbit. And nothing 
but the gospel of peace, nothing but the power of faith and fervent prayer to 
the God of love and peace, prevented this catastrophe. 

V. It is a painful reflection that, for the last fifteen centuries, the gospel 
has not abolished war in a single nation where it has been preached. His- 
tory tells us that the immediate disciples of our Lord, and their successors for 
three hundred years, refused to bear arms, or to be seen on the field of car- 
nage. Since those days, a sad and a bloody revolution has transpired in the 
church; the primitive peace doctrines are, practically at least, exploded, and 
the parson and the field-marshal have joined hands in the cause of immola- 
ting human nations on the altar of Moloch. Thus one great object, — and, 
we micht say, the great object of the gospel, — is defeated. God has prom- 
ised, and designed to root out war and commotion from the earth, and to 
fill the world with peace and love. And his appropriate and appointed agen- 
cies as instrumentalities in this work, are the Church, the Spirit, and the 
Gospel. Christ has said, " My "kingdom is not of this world; " that all who 
take the sword shall perish with the sword ; " that his disciples must not fight 
to extend it, and that Peter must forever sheath his bloody weapon. 
And Paul has said, " the weapons of our warfare are not carnal." He also 
exhorts all saints to put away from them every feeling and thought which 
would lead them to appeal to deadly weapons, to put on bowels of mercy, 
meekness, kindness, long-suffering, &c, and finally to take to themselves the 
whole armor of God, trusting alone in Christ for protection and victory. 

Did Peter ever again take the sword after his first gladiatorial lesson ? 
Did Paul ever take it after he met the mighty Conqueror on his way to Da- 
mascus ? Did any of the great multitude of early disciples defend themselves 
with this weapon when despoiled of their goods, driven from their habita- 
tions, hunted in the mountains, Chased into dens, arrested, stoned, whipped, 
cast into dungeons, sawn asunder, thrown to wild beasts, tortured on the 
rack, tormented by every refinement of cruelty, burnt at the stake, and slain 
with the sword ? By no means. And neither would Christians of the pres- 
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ent day, did they understand the plain import of the gospel, and exercise a 
simple faith, undazzled by martial pomp, unawed by fear of the mighty of this 
world, and unsophisticated by the refined glosses and the subtle logic of di- 
vines, who love the praise of men, and who trust more in human policy, and 
national prowess, than in an almighty arm. Certain it is, that the great body 
of the visible church have forsaken the doctrine of Christ on this subject. 
Here, then, comes your question : " What can be done, or, what should be 
attempted, by Christians at home, and by missionaries, &c.,- &c. A 
mighty question this ; and I pray that it may be reiterated and rung 
in the ears of all gospel ministers and churches, in every land, until it shall 
have received practical answers from the whole church militant. My answer 
will be brief: — 

1. Let everv minister review his theology, without commentary, on this 
point, and see to it, that he fully understand the import and the objects of 
the gospel of peace. 

2. Let him kindly, fearlessly, wisely and uniformly preach " the truth, the 
whole truth, and nothing but the truth," on this subject. 

3. Let him illustrate all " the fulness of the blessings of the gospel of 
peace " in his own life and conversation. 

4. Let him never receive to his church any one who holds to the doc- 
trine of war and revenge, and who will not subscribe to that blessed " New 
Covenant," " Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them 
that hate you, and pray for (not fight) them that spitefully entreat you." 

5. Let him promptly, wisely, consistently call to account any member 
who teaches or acts inconsistently with these heavenly rules ; and if, after kind, 
faithful and patient instruction and admonition, this belligerent member will 
not be reformed, let him be severed from the church, as one who cannot be 
forgiven of his Heavenly Father, because he refuses to forgive his own ene- 
mies. Let this course be commenced and carried out by all ministers and 
Christians who are already convinced of the sin of war ; and the friends of 
peace have found a stand-point, and a starting-point. Their doctrines, and 
especially their example, would soon spread and affect others, and peace dis- 
ciples would be multiplied. Unions could be formed, funds raised, peace 
publications multiplied, agents sent abroad, government memorialized, and 
armies and navies, the ocean and the earth, flooded with light on the evils 
and wickedness of war, and on the blessings and glory of peace. 

VI. On the sixth question I have little to say which has not been antici- 
pated in foregoing remarks. There is nothing peculiar in the education of 
missionaries. They are educated like other Christians, and other ministers 
of the gospel. Doubtless, there is a great and radical defect in the education 
of the Christian ministry and the Christian church everywhere. It is sur- 
prising and painful to hear doctors, eminent for learning, amiable in disposi- 
tion, and possessing many admirable and brilliant qualities, defending and 
advocating, in the halls of legislation, of science, of theology, and even in 
the peaceful sanctuary of God, the doctrine and practice of war,; to see 
many of the tallest sons of the church, the most able and eloquent advocates 
of abstract freedom and philanthropy, and the most liberal patrons of sci- 
ence, art and human improvements in general, and even of the missionary 
cause, become the pompous orators and eulogists of those wholesale murder- 
ers and blood-hounds called heroes. And what can we hope from a minis- 
try and a church educated under such influences ? It is a law of hydro- 
statics that water will not rise above its fountain. And so it is in morals. 
Missionaries will hold to the doctrines they have learned in the seminaries, and 
from the pulpits of Christendom. Elevate the fountain, and you can elevate 
the stream. Purify the fount, and the stream will be pure. The principle 
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of forgiveness is amighty principle. It is an all-conquering principle. Feared 
as it is by the weak in faith, ridiculed as it is by the statesman and the 
diplomatist, mocked as it is by the haughty and vindictive, it is, neverthe- 
less, the only principle which can truly conquer the world. It embodies a 
law, silent and efficient as light, uniform and all-controlling as gravitation. 
It is always as safe to walk by it as to walk by faith. It is always as danger- 
ous to forsake it as it is to walk by sight. In 1833, two obscure missiona- 
ries, in despite of the remonstrances of ministers and of weeping friends, 
travelled unarmed, for eighty days, among the fiercest savage clans of Pata- 
gonia, and left them unscathed. In 1850, seven English missionaries, armed 
with earthly weapons, perished sadly on the same soil, the victims, not of 
actual hostilities, but of mutual fear. So, also, the young and lamented 
Munson and Lyman fell victims to the timid Dyacks, simply, as is supposed, 
from the jealousy excited by their arms, and thus literally illustrated a 
truthful, not arbitrary, principle, " all they that take the sword, shall perish 
with the sword." 

Now, all these men, and others of like history, we consider as good 
men We admire their heroic devotion, their love for souls, and their 
self-denial, while we mourn their loss, and weep over their tragic end. 
They killed no one, and they intended to kill no one ; and yet it is more than 
probable, that their carnal weapons became the occasion of their premature 
and afflictive end. Had those dear lamented English missionaries thrown 
themselves upon the magnanimity and the hospitality of the Tei ra del Fuego 
savages, wirh calm reliance on Him who has said, " Lo ! I am with you al- 
ways ! " and had Lyman and Munson done the same among the Dyacks, 
unperturbed by the fear of man, we reasonably believe that they might all 
have lived and preached the love of God to the heathen until this day. 

When our little white-winged dove, the Caroline, spread her peaceful pin- 
ions to the light and breezes of heaven, bearing the messengers of peace to the 
dark and long-forgotten shores of Micronesia, many mourned the mistake, 
and others mocked at the fanaticism, which left all carnal means of defencebe- 
hind, launching forth under the broad shield of faith, and the helmet of hope, 
and carryiug nothing but the sword of the spirit, and the olive branch of peace. 
And what was the result ? Those who predicted a tragic end to the expe- 
dition — those who boldly said that this " silly dove " would return no more 
to the ark, have been silenced and confounded to see this " simple bird of 
Heaven " coming joyfully back with tidings of love, folding her wings, and 
nestling in her old resting-place. O how safe it is to lay aside our carnal 
weapons, and our carnal fears, and trust always in the Lord, casting all our 
cares upon Him who careth for us ! 

that our dear Zion felt this precious truth — this truth more firm than 
granite mountains, and more glorious than all the orbs of heaven. As 
Christ exclaimed, " O righteous Father, the world hath not known thee!" 
so can the childlike, simple-hearted believer exclaim, when he sees a mad- 
dening world weltering in its own carnage, and yet proudly dreaming that 
they are wiser than He who came to preach peace on earth and good will to 
men. The Lord open the eyes of his church to this awful evil ; the Lord 
bring out his own dear people from this bloody Babylon ; the Lord give 
speed to the angel of peace as he flies through the heavens ; the Lord has- 
ten the day when our confused and blood-soaked earth shall rest from war 
and turmoil, and shall break forth into singing. 

1 have written hastily, and amidst many interruptions ; but, if anything 
here stated shall give comfort and encouragement to you and your dear coad- 
jutors in the cause of peace, then may God only be praised for it. 

In behalf of Christ, I am, dear brother, most faithfully and fraternally 
yours, in the gospel of peace, Titus Coan. 



